Point of View …
…the perspective from which a story is told
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· The narrator is a character in the story. The narrator is able to tell only what he or she sees, hears, knows, and thinks.

· A first-person narrator does not know the thoughts of other characters. 
· The narrator can be a main character (protagonist) or a minor character who is not directly involved in the action. The narrator uses pronouns such as I, me, mine, my, we (if the narrator and one or more other characters are involved), us, our, and ours. 
Advantages: 

· One of these is credibility. A strange or fantastic story is easier to believe if told by someone who is supposedly relating a first-hand experience. It is more natural for a character to reveal her own thoughts than it is for the author to tell us what she is thinking and feeling. 
· Another advantage is in intimacy. The ‘I’ narrator seems to address the reader directly and from the heart, sharing his personal observations and insights with an interested listener. 

Disadvantages:

· The reader can see, hear, and know only what the narrator sees, hears, and knows. 
· The reader’s perceptions of other characters are colored by the narrator’s opinions.
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· Here the narrator, standing outside the story, assumes a god-like role, revealing the thoughts, feelings, words and actions of all the characters. 
· The narrator sees all, hears all, and knows all about the past, present and future.  He will sometimes comment on or interpreting the actions of the characters. 
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3rd Person – Limited: 
· Writing in this point of view, the narrator focuses on the thoughts of a single character.
· Third person limited allows the narrator to see, hear, and know anything that one character does, including that character’s thoughts and feelings.
