Mesopotamia
Geography
· Located in current day Iraq between the Tigris and Euphrates Rivers. 
· River Valley Civilization / Fertile Crescent / SW Asia 
Agriculture
· In the spring, melting snow picked up tons of topsoil as it rushed down into the valley, which would flood every year.
· When the flood waters receded, the valley was left with a thick layer of mud/topsoil that they tilled into the land and made it very fertile for farming.

· Used the river to irrigate crops, using a system of levees and canals.
Cities

· City-State is a city that is also a separate independent state.
· Each state had its own government, rulers, army, gods and goddesses.
Religions

· Polytheism – A belief in many gods and goddesses.

· Ziggurat – Religious temples (pyramids) with shrines at the top that had large descending stairways.  This was so the gods could descend from the heavens to walk the earth.  

Governments / Rulers

· Hammurabi – Babylonian ruler who was first to have a written code of conduct.  It was very harsh.
· Eye for an Eye – Hammurabi’s belief that the punishment should fit the crime.
The code wasn’t fair to all people.  The harshness of the punishment depended on your social status.
Writing

· Writing first developed in Mesopotamia about 3100 B.C.
· First used to keep a record of things (sales, taxes, births, deaths).
· One of the most valuable skills in the ancient world.  People who could write were highly respected (scribe).
· Cuneiform – Ancient form of writing in Mesopotamia that used symbols to make groups of wedges and lines.
· Writing was done on clay tablets.  Mud from the river was flattened into tablets.  Scribes would then mark their letters/symbols into the soft mud and once they dried out, they were permanent record.
· Stylus – A tool (usually a reed) used to mark in the soft mud.
